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ART IN THE UNIVERSITY 


By 


leah Sherman 
(Assistant Professor of Fine Arts) 


“One of the primary tasks of the teacher in America today 
is to reach the individual consciousness of our students, to pene- 
trate beneath the surface of the cliches and slogans which cover the 
public mind, and to set in motion those spontaneous and fresh insights 
which lead towards personal truth and personal value.” 


Harold Taylor 


University teachers see their purpose in many ways, Most 
of us, however, would agree with Harold Taylor and hope that our ef~ 
forts will result in fresh and new truths which are personally 
meaningful to each of our students, 


We are all painfully aware, however, of the failure of 
much of our effort, We complain of large classes, and mechanical 
disadvantages, We attribute our frustrations to lack of facilities. 
Although these are all contributing factors, I would like to sug- 
gest we might find other reasons if we evaluate the content and method 
of our teaching, and realize the kinds of experiences most students 
have in university life, 


We talk about the development of persons, and proceed to 
develop technicians, Technicians, not only in science, but in 
languages, social science, and humanities, These technicians can 
function efficiently and proceed through university without ever 
basically questioning the commonly accepted values and attitudes of 
their community, It is also possible to “do well" at university 
without ever becoming deeply involved or moved by an experience in the 
classroom, 


When we wonder at the failure of the organized body of 
information which we diligently pass on, to result in thinking, feel- 
ing people, what we are doing is noticing the lack of insight into 
the material and into life itself, This insight can only be arrived 
at through art. By art I do not mean simply the usual reference to 
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painting, sculpture, music, and the other arts, as specialized areas 
of cultural activity. I mean rather the use of those faculties and 
processes inherent in the pursuit of these activities, 


Personal insight and meaning are arrived at through sensi-~ 
bility, through the ability to relate what is learned to an organic 
whole, This involves emotional as well as intellectual involvement, 
Interest in knowledge and a desire to learn is dependent on the reason 
one has for acquiring the knowledge, and the creative use of informa- 
tion is a powerful inspiration for the search for more, This indi- 
vidual doing, or making, or forming, whatever it may be called, is 
necessary for learning to become meaningful and satisfying, 


The fact remains that many “educated people” are passive, 
bored, insensitive to visual environment, unmoved by poetic and 
literary communication, satisfied with stereotyped and superficial 
concepts of the “good and the beautiful”, They willingly accept 
ready-made solutions to important human problems, It is frightening 
to think that we may continue to add increasing numbers of people to 
this mass; even more frightening when we realize that their degree 
gives them social and academic approval of this state of mind, 


Because the training of intellect has been separated from 
human development as a whole, the practice of the arts has been 
excluded from the vital and fundamental role it should play in the 
university cirriculum, We accept the teaching of art history, and 
cultural development as long as these occur through the medium of 
words, But we do not seriously value the experience of creative 
work in painting, sculpture, and music, As soon as we déal with 
another language, visual, sensory and emotional, we must force it 
into an intellectually digestible form, 


In doing this we are depriving our students of the oppor- 
tunity to experience, first hand, the excitement, the challenge, and 
the necessity, of personal involvement, It is in the practice of the 
arts that the creative habit can most clearly and powerfully emerge, 
The insight into new truths occurs through direct and individual 
means, Here there is no mass solution to the problem, 


A student finds he is communicating ideas and feelings, 
considering relationships of parts to a whole, making a unique unity 
from elements he creates, His habits of critical thinking, self 
dependence, and active participation are, unfortunately, rarely 
fully developed. It is often the first time for many students, when, 
in an art studio, the instructor asks for solutions which are unique 
rather than similar, and therefore correct, 


It is also a revelation to many that art has its own dis- 
cipline, that it deals with aspects of life inexplicable without the 
experience of doing it, The increased sensitivity, the extension of 
thought, feeling, and experience possible through the arts, can only 
add to the qualitative development of the person, 


The inadequacy of a program which ignores the visual arts 
was recognized recently by M.I.T., the school which has served as a 
model for the training of scientists and engineers on this continent. 
Aware of their social responsibility in graduating a technical elite, 
visual illiterate, and culturally lacking, a program has initiated 
which offers experience in the visual arts to all student, This 
program supplements the existing offerings in the humanities and 
music, It includes exhibitions organized to bring students into 
contact with contemporary achievements in the Arts and a visual 
treatment of the historical and cultural development of mankind; an 
important part of the program is basic studio work offered as an 
elective, 


I am sure that the qualitative development we hope for in 
our students, the human awareness and activity we want to cultivate, 
cannot happen without creative opportunities in their program, The 
richness of the art experience, if it were fully appreciated, would 
make it an indispensable part of university education, 


BUILDINGS FOR BROTHERHOOD 
AND 
WORLD SERVICE 


In 1959 the Buildings for Brotherhood effort was launched 
in Montreal in conjunction with the regular World Service Appeal. 
The objective of $80,000 was reached at the end of 1960 with some 
payments to continue throughout next year, It is of interest to 
note that in the two year period, a total sum of $122,723 has been 
transmitted for these important international undertakings with a 
breakdown as follows: 


Buildings for Brotherhood $63,023 
World Service 59,700 
$122,723 


In this total the students in the University contributed 
$8,563.94 in addition to $486.00 from other sources, 


Montreal has been asked to accept a World Service object- 
ive of $35,000 for 1961 which represents an increase of 10% over the 
maximum goal for 1960 of $32,500. Our students play a major role 
in this important YMCA project and their committeé is meeting 
regularly to map out the 1961 campaign, 
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UNIVERSITY CORRIDORS 


Our Registrar & Vice-Principal, Douglas Clarke, is at home 
following a recent operation , ... » he is expected back on the 
job in about three weeks, Martin Franklyn was injured in a recent 
automobile accident - = = sorry to hear that Dr, Earl Adams is ill, 


The recent appointment of Dean Robert Rae to the position 
of Vice-Principal is intended to ease the administrative burden of 
the Principal , ... the details are still being worked out. We 
were pleased to hear from Claude Thompson, our former Assistant Dean, 
who is basking in the sun at Ormond Beach, Fiorida, He expects to 
be in Montreal during the early part of May and is looking forward 
to a visit with his many friends in the University, Douglas Inslea 
back from Washington where he attended the American College Physical 
Education Conference = - = = incidentally, some of our staff are 
enthusiastic about the RCAF 5 BX Plan for Physical Fitness, It takes 
only eleven minutes a day and the results are quite startling, Copies 
are available through the Athletic Office, 


The Faculty Club initial assessment is rolling in = — the 
first replies were received from the part-time staff, - - -Jim Finnie 
has retired as University Soccer Coach = any volunteers? Jack Ufford 
has arranged a trip to Imperial Oil Refineries for a group of his 
students - = - Should the Faculty Club Social Committee contact the 
Winter Carnival Committee and arrange for a Bus to take us all up 
north for the day? (with our children) 


Now that the Library move has been completed, work will 
begin on the. old library area . . . it will accommodate the Principal, 
the Administrative Assistant, the Deans' Offices and the Faculty 
Room, The latter area will be purely for the use of Faculty - = = 
the Secretarial staff will continue to use the lower floor area, 

- - « The present stated goal for increased enrolment to 3000 Day 
students, and 6800 Evening students, Attention is now being given 
to the facilities, program, and staff needs, if the contemplated 
increase is to be accommodated in the foreseeable future, 


Full marks should be given to the capable young men who 
handle the University mimeographing center, For the current exam, 
Cyril Macdonald and George Budin have processed more than 75,000 
sheets of paper in addition to the normal routine work, Bob Fraser 
has responsibility for this efficient operation. 


The Evening Engineers make up less than 1,5% of the total 
evening enrolment and yet account for 6.4% of Evening students on 
the Deans* Honour List. In addition, they take the equivalent of 
4-6 courses a year, (Information provided by, of course, the 
Engineers !) = = = the City of Montreal Scholarship and Bursary grant 
of $12,500 has all been distributed to students of the City, It 
was made two years ago and has helped many a bright and deserving 
student = = it is hoped that this grant will be available again... 
the Scholarship Committee is just about out of money, and will make 
no further grants for this academic year, 


Antal Deutsch, a Commerce Graduate in 1959 when he won the 
Sun Life Prize in Economics, has been awarded a Rotary Fellowship for 
advanced study abroad, One of 188 outstanding graduate students from 
25 countries to receive this honour, Mr. Deutsch will study macro- 
economics at one of the major Universities in Europe, He is presently 
studying at McGill where he holds a Canada Council Fellowship, and an 
Earheart Fellowship. 


Central Y and Sir George are undertaking a co-operative 
“Tour of Europe" program from August 7th = September 3rd. Return 
chartered flight costs $260.00, plus $360.00 for the European Tour. 


STUDENT NEWS 


John Allen, President of the graduating class, is the son 
of Dr, John Allen who was our Senior Professor of the Natural Sciences 
back in 1936, = = Gary Norris, son of the late Dr, Kenneth E. Norris, 
was recently appointed to the Garnet Key Society, He also announced 
his engagement during the Christmas Holidays, Peter Madras was 
elected the °61 Class Valedictorian, 


Weekend Magazine will soon feature one of our students in 
an article , . . arranged by the student publicity committee, The 
recent Christmas Dinner for Foreign students was a success = among 
the guests were Consular representatives and Canadian Immigration 
authorities, The latter were deluged with questions - particularly 
around the work permits, Credit to Don Ayre, Sid Lamb, and Reg Gates 
for this fine effort, The Winter Carnival will be held on the 9th, 
10th, and llth of February . . . The Variety Show will be held in 
the West Hill High School Auditorium this year due to the limited 
seating in Birks Hall. Last year the Committee was inundated with 
complaints from people who could not get in , . . The students have 
received a highly complimentary letter from the Red Cross for the 
first-class Blood Donor Clinic they conducted this year, If you 
ever need blood replacement as a result of a family emergency, contact 
the Student Affairs Office, 


The first International Conference of Evening Students 
Councils was held at SGW recently = it was a success, Don’McPhie, 
Editor  6f’ Garnet: "61; expects the’ Annual. to be available in June 
this year. All signs point to this. happening; as the required 
deadlines are» being met regularly. 


MEETING OF STUDENT RELATED PERSONNEL 


The first Canadian meeting of Deans of Students took place 
at Sir George recently when delegates from Laval, Sherbrooke, Loyola, 
McGill, Carleton, Ottawa, Bishops and Sir George came together to 
discuss mutual problems. Questions of student leadership, publications, 
residence, health, finance, etc., were explored and the group has 
decided to meet on a regular basis, 


An interesting point was their decision to remain informal 
and to avoid constitutions, officers and such, It appears that they 
just want to work on some of the problems which are facing univer 
sities these days, 


Learned Societies to Meet in Montreal 


The Learned Societies are planning to meet in Montreal in 
June 1961, ‘McGill University will be the principal hosts, but the 
University of Montreal and Sir George Williams have been invited to 
co-operate by being hosts to certain of the Societies, A joint 
committee has been appointed, under the chairmanship of Mr. George 
Grimson of McGill, to look after over-all arrangements, The Sir 
George representatives on this committee are Dr, E.G, Finley and 
Mr, J.A. Sproule. 


As soon as definite arrangements are cleared with the 
Central Committee, department heads and others concerned will be 
consulted with regard to internal arrangements, The Societies to 
which Sir George Williams expects to be host are: (a) the University 
Counselling and Placement Association, (b) the Canadian Association 
of Physicists, (c) the Canadian Association of Directors of 
Extension and Summer Schools, and several others. 


Information about Graduate Study 


The Guidance Office now has in its possession a copy of 
"A Guide to Graduate Study -- Programs Leading to the Ph.D. Degree”, 
This is the second edition of this publication of the American Council 
on Education, It would be useful to Woodrow Wilson nominees and others 
who may seek information about graduate study, The Guidance Office has 
other information in this regard as well as information about scholar- 
ship help at the graduate level. 
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EARMARKS OF A GOOD TEACHER * 
By 


An Anonymous Jesuit 


He likes his work, even the drudgery of it, in the con- 
viction that it benefits his students, 


He likes his students and takes pleasure in seeing them 
mature month by month, 


He prefers to be popular with his students four years 
after they have tested his teaching rather than while 
they have been exposed to it, But he affords his stu- 
dents all the fun of learning they can get. 


He keeps adjusting his teaching to the changing needs 

of his students, distinguishing between one individual 
and another, one class and another, and between students 
of five years ago, now, and five years hence, 


He has a passion for fundamentals, but without being 
jejune. He knows well, “These things they ought to 
have done, and not left those undone,” 


He teaches the subject assigned, not other subjects; 
but he also makes occasional references to related 
areas of knowledge, He teaches his subject so as to 
open it up, not close it, to his students, 


He teaches his students not only “to think”, but to read, 
to write, to speak, He is an auxiliary member of the 
Department of English. He foregoes rationalizations of 
why he cannot attend to these needs; he gets down to work 
and meets them, 


He puts the classroom first, but sees as well the import- 
ance of extra-class life, He shoulders his share of 
activities but puts the emphasis only on those that are 
worth while, ; 


He imparts intellectual formation with proper emphasis on 
character formation, He teaches form with content; he 
develops the reason, imagination, and memory, and stores 
them with a substantial body of knowledge to reason on, 
He finds room for principles and facts, for doctrine and 
experience, for past and present, for divine and human, 
He is big enough to see the whole of the educational 
process, not merely one or other of its parts, 


Cont'd... 
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10. He teaches, and nothing can stop him from teaching, He 
does not complain about what the high school should have 
taught, All he asks is to have a class of students, to 
have time to teach them, time to prepare his classes and 
correct the papers he assigns, and reasonable cooperation 
from the bookstore and library, He does his job; he 
teaches, 


* Reprinted from the AUEC Newsletter, 


¥.M.C.A, MAINTENANCE CAMPAIGN REPORT 


The Chairman of the YMCA Maintenance Campaigr has announced 
that 97 per cent of the $250,000 objective had been realized. The 
University and Schools’ team reported $1711.50 from 246 contributions 
to go over its objective. The following chart indicates the contribu- 
tions from the College and Schools' team during the past five years, 


Year Contributors Contributed Ob jective 
1956 181 $1100.00 $1250 
1957 129 1429.00 1400 
1958 231 1396.00 1400 
1959 238 1577.00 1500 
1960 246 $1711.50 $1700 


I would like to take this opportunity to thank all who 
contributed and especially those who assisted or canvassed -=- the 
latter group including R.N. Elliot, Miss Louisa Fair, R.A. Fraser, 
Miss Henrietta Kay, Miss Helen Lamont, Miss Mona Osborne, A, Saunders, 
F, Sauer, Miss Helen Shaver, Dr. N.E. Smith, Miss Rytsa Tobias, and 
Dr. R. Verschingel. 


Since ‘over 400 persons were canvassed during the recent 
campaign, it is obvious that the task is a formidable one, having 
more than doubled in the past six years. Not only, therefore, is 
there a neéd for more canvassers, but someone will have to take over 
as Team Captain since I have retired from this position after seven 
lucrative years! 


E. G. Finley 


Faculty Newsletter, Editor, Magnus Flynn, 1435 Drummond Street, Montreal. 


